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SUBJECT: PRESS INQUIRY CONCERNING SONG BE 12 
REF: 77 STATE 291642 

1 . GOA TELLS US THE SONG BE 12 WAS A RELATIVELY NON- 
DESCRIPT COASTAL CARGO VESSEL WHICH WAS FROM TIME TO 
TIME USED AS A FISHING TRANSPORT. ALTHOUGH SET UP FOR 
GENERAL CARGO CARRIAGE, IT DID HAVE AT LEAST ONE 
REFRIGERATED HOLD. IT WAS BUILT IN JAPAN FOR THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT, AND WAS OPERATED IN PRE-COMMUNIST 
SOUTH VIETNAM BY A PRIVATE SHIPPING COMPANY. 

2. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT IT HAD ANY PREVIOUS USG 
CONNECTION; IT MAY WELL HAVE BEEN BUILT AS PART OF 

JAPAN'S AID PROGRAM TO THE LATE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. 

3. ON DECEMBER 2, FONMIN PEACOCK ANNOUNCED THAT "A 
THOROUGH INVESTIGATION INTO THE OWNERSHIP OF THE SONG BE 
12 HAS BEEN MADE AND IT IS CLEAR THAT THE BOAT BELONGED 
TO THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. THE MINISTER SAID THAT... 

THE VIETNAMESE CHARGE... HAD BEEN INFORMED THAT 

THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA AGREED TO THE VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST FOR THE BOAT." THE BOAT WAS HELD 
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IN DARWIN HARBOR UNTIL THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT COULD 
PROVIDE A CREW TO RETURN IT TO VIETNAM. 
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